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Edward Kerr, Senior Class President 
 
Today we are all gathered into one building to celebrate Red Land High Schools 
graduating class of 2018. But I’m sure as most of you know it has been quite a ride 12 
plus years and still going strong! I want to point out something in particular about our 
class. We live in a generation where we can be who we want to be freely and know we’ll 
have the support of others. As our years have progressed, I have seen us accept others 
for who they are and as a result create better bonds with one another, what better 
example than to address the elephant in the room. I’m an African American male who 
was picked to be the class president of a class whose percentage of minorities is under 
10 percent, to those of you who voted for me I thank you and to those of you who didn’t, 
I wouldn’t have voted for me either. But to all the seniors here I am proud of you. I 
wouldn’t want to be the president of anyone else. Coming to speak now is our 
Valedictorian Erin Smith and our salutatorian the smarter and statistically proven better 
looking twin Philip Andreoli both individuals have exceeded expectations and march to 
the beat of their own drums. They both are incredibly talented and the sky’s the limit for 
them please welcome Erin Smith and Philip Andreoli. 
 
 
Philip Andreoli, Salutatorian  
 
“What it Means to Be Great” 
 
Woah! I don't remember inviting this many people to Mrs. Becker’s retirement party. 
Wait a second, that’s next Saturday… 
 
Oh here we go. Hello everyone, my name is Philip Andreoli but if you saw me in the 
hallways you’d know me as Carmen, thing one or thing two, frick or frack, or most 
importantly of all, the statistically proven more attractive twin. If you haven't guessed 
already, I have a twin brother, Carmen. I’ve decided to include him in my speech today, 
not because I’m better looking, but because to me, he’s family. Fortunately, over the 
past 4 years I have been able to call my friends, teachers, staff, and community at Red 
Land High School my family. 
 
What a terrific honor it is to be standing here addressing my family today. My many 
attempts at coming up with something equal to this honor were consistently met with 
failure. At first, I thought I would try to say something that might inspire you, but I figured 
that after 18 or so years of having parents or other adults lecture you, teachers who 
have certificates and years of experience educate you, coaches and mentors showing 
you all kinds of ways to better yourself, what could I possibly add? So, I decided to use 
something Mr. Galuska taught me…. statistics. I polled all of the seniors, and 99% of 



you said you didn’t care what I said, as long as I kept it short, and one person said, 
“please don’t embarrass me.” I realized that was Mr. Rosen, so I threw that one out. 
 
Anyway, instead of an inspirational speech I’ve decided to share the most important 
thing I’ve learned at Red Land High School. When I decided to come to this school as a 
Freshman, I knew there were great teachers, coaches, counselors and mentors. If I 
were to name every teacher who made a positive impact on my life, I could simply read 
the school staff directory. For instance, I was not necessarily enamored with History, 
Social Studies or Economics, but that all changed when I encountered the greatness of 
Zwatty, Kerstetter and Frawley. They presented their material with such enthusiasm and 
insight. Language Arts has never been my strong suit either, until I was provided with 
world class writing techniques and moral insight through the greatness of Gonce, 
Dorsey, and Barnes. Espanol con Senora Skinner y Sra Spann? Dos burritos por favor? 
See, Mr. Rosen, I can speak Spanish fluently. As for the Sciences, I have always had a 
love of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, but I never have I had such a deep appreciation 
for those subjects until I met the great, Wagoner, Gallaher, Becker and Brown. I also 
thought the hardest math problem was how to make the subject interesting. Thanks to 
the great Mr. Williams approach to Calculus, I know that a dollar is indeed four quarters, 
and there is no problem that I can’t solve. In regards to Mr. Galuska, I must tell you that 
in addition to being a brilliant teacher, he has taught me about the quality of great 
character through example. I can only hope to build my character to resemble his. 
Thank You for teaching me an algorithm for life itself! And Lastly, we wouldn’t be 
patriots if it weren’t for Mr. Slayton, who has taught us to how to not only look good in a 
tool belt...I mean teacher work belt...but to be patriots for life. With so many great 
teachers and coaches, I still didn’t realize what it really meant to be great. While thinking 
hard about what I felt about Red Land, and what I could possibly say to you, it dawned 
on me that Red Land’s greatness is not just teachers and staff... It is YOU! ALL OF 
YOU! As I thought about the way many of you dedicated your time to things like mini-
THON or helping at the special Olympics, I realized that being great is not only a 
sacrifice for achievements, it is a sacrifice at one’s own expense to help those less 
fortunate. There are many more acts of selflessness that aren’t in front of the camera, 
covered in social media or touted by others. Many of you work to support yourselves, 
your future, or your family. Many of you take care of loved ones at home, at your own 
expense. You don’t judge, you don’t complain, you don’t brag, you just do it. That is 
what it means to be great. For most of us, there isn’t the spotlight or recognition, there is 
only the duty or desire to sacrifice for others. 
 
But before you patriots flip to the next page in the book of your lives, whether it be 
college, technical school, the military, or the workforce, I implore you to remember 
something that our principal has always said, “character is what you do when no one is 
watching”. 
 
Ultimately, as you leave this building and you are free to make your own choices, I 
encourage you to remember what all of your teachers have taught you, and to continue 
to be great...even when no one is watching. 
 



 
Thank you all, great Red Land Seniors, faculty and staff, for making my last 4 years the 
best ever. Thank you for showing ME what it means to be GREAT! 
  
 
Erin Smith, Valedictorian  
 
“Constructing Happiness” 
 
Hello! Welcome to all who have decided to dedicate their time to celebrate the 
education of the next generation. Welcome to our wonderful educators who spend their 
lives pouring all of their knowledge into investments for the future. And, of course, 
welcome to all of you who feel like never studying another thing for the rest of your lives. 
Yes, high school education can be quite difficult for a variety of reasons. But oddly 
enough, it is all behind us. I hope that all of you get to spend a good portion of time 
relaxing this summer-- I have a feeling I’m going to take a nice, disorienting nap when I 
get home. I don’t know about you, but thinking about the past four years makes me 
exhausted... But I digress; I shall now begin with the hopeful wisdom part of the speech. 
We’ve all been given a lot of advice as to what to do with our futures, whether it be by 
parents, teachers, or the most zen guidance counselor of all time. But now we have the 
chance to make our own decisions. Thanks to the Gonce’s, I am fully aware of the 
possibility that we don’t have free will, that our brains make decisions before we are 
conscious of them. But for the sake of this speech, I ask that you suspend your disbelief 
for the next few minutes. 
 
One of the most important decisions that we must make every day is to choose 
happiness. As a side note, there was a point in fifth grade when I decided that life would 
be much easier as a hippie. I founded a hippie club, where every Friday we drew peace 
signs on our hands and draped pre-wrap around our heads to signify a day of pure 
harmony. Thank you for indulging my fifth-grade self’s dream. 
 
As elusive as happiness seems to be, it is wildly important for every part of the rest of 
our lives. The darkness of prejudice pervades our society, and many seem to think that 
the brightness of our screens can distract from the lack of kindness in order to avoid 
facing the facts. Although social media can connect people all over the world, the 
addiction to our phones is creating clear isolation. As searching any fact at any time 
about anyone becomes easier, it is harder to communicate with people face to face. 
Unfortunately, this increase in time spent with technology correlates with an increase in 
mental health issues. Therefore, I believe that we need to find a compromise between 
technological advancement and intrinsic contentedness. Trust me, I understand that this 
is no easy feat. Listening to me--or Bob Marley singing, “Don’t worry, be happy”--may 
not solve anyone’s problems, but self-care is an important starting point. 
 
Considering that you are your definite lifelong partner, you might as well treat yourself 
with compassion and respect. If life becomes too stressful, treat yourself! Be sure to find 
time to enjoy yourself. And yet, self-care can also be completing homework, doing 



laundry, and generally getting out of bed in the morning. With a little help from the foot-
in-the-door phenomenon, complying with these little acts can provide balance, which 
could potentially assist with committing to the bigger goal--a happier existence. 
 
Clearly, we all have different views of what true happiness looks like, but that is why 
these next few years are such a critical time in our lives. By venturing out into the world, 
we get the chance to find where we fit and what our own version of bliss could be. 
Topics as seemingly trivial as happiness and self-care are not talked about nearly 
enough but will be essential to our independence in the upcoming years. And since my 
grades somehow earned me the opportunity to talk to all of you, I will leave you with 
this. You cannot expect happiness to fall upon you. The best way to ensure your well-
being is to find peace of mind within yourself. Fight for your own happiness. 
Congratulations, Class of 2018! Enjoy life. 
 
  
Mrs. Holly Sayre, Principal 
 
Good evening- Members of the Red Land High School Class of 2018, Distinguished 
Platform Guests, Administration, Faculty Members, Parents, Family Members and 
Friends. 
 
There’s a lot of joy in this room right now. Yes, there’s a lot of joy in this room. The 
graduates – you’re certainly joyful right now because, well, you’re going to receive your 
high school diploma. Mom and Dad, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends- are 
thrilled right now for at least one of the graduates here today. The teachers are 
delighted that they were able to help you earn your diploma. And the administrators are 
all pleased that once again, your sense of Patriot Pride is contagious and a model for 
underclassmen. 
 
Graduation Day is overwhelmingly a joyful celebration. Describing joy can seem 
challenging, but the more you tune into it, and feel it, the more meaning and purpose 
you experience. 
 
I had a very joyful experience yesterday. My husband and I ordered Chinese food to 
celebrate the ending of a successful school year. When I opened the fortune cookie, it 
said, “Happy life is just in front of you.” 
 
So, I looked up. In front of me was a beautiful little brown-eyed girl, with golden locks, 
and a captivating smile; giving me an unconditional loving look. My dog Liberty was 
staring back at me in true golden retriever style. She brings me a lot joy. 
 
That’s where you’ll find joy, happiness, and greatness – not just with a beloved pet, but 
among your family and your friends –– you’ll be the happiest, most happy knowing that 
there are people you can depend on and depend on you. 
 
 



 
Be dependable. Allow people to take care of you too. Be happy. Be great. And be joyful. 
 

• We have already witnessed several joyful occurrences of this class. 
• 3.1 million dollars in scholarship money has been awarded to this class sitting 

before us 
• A third of the Class of 2018 received academic, athletic or scholarship awards 
• One student was a National Merit Scholarship Finalist and One student, having 

enrolled in HACC, met the associates degree requirement 
• These Advanced Placement seniors were part of the West Shore School 

Districts’ AP Honor Roll. Furthermore, 88% of the students who took the 
Advanced Placement tests- the past three years- received a score of 3 or better 
on the AP exam, giving them college credit before they arrive at the doors of an 
institution of higher learning 

• Over 50 students participated in HACC dual enrollment or College in the 
Classroom 

• Two students were named to the 2018 Patriot-News Best and Brightest and 
honored as The Sentinel and UMPC Pinnacle Teens of the Week 

• It is especially important to acknowledge and salute our 21 graduates who will be 
enlisting in the military, and a number of our graduates who are First Responders 
and serve our community. 

• Please stand. Let’s put our hands together and give a standing ovation to these 
graduates of the Class of 2018, and all of our men and women of the armed 
services and First Responders who protect our country. 

• 29 students were named students of the quarter at Cumberland- Perry 
Vocational Technical School.  

• 35 students received certificates of completion, and 28 students also excelled in 
passing the NOCTI test and earned a Pennsylvania Skills Certificate 

• This group of Seniors competed four straight years at the state level in Science 
Olympiad 

• ONE senior earned a spot at the Debate Team State Tournament and competed 
among the best public speakers in Pennsylvania 

• The West Shore Marching Band won the Tournament of Bands Region 6 
Championships, won the US Bands Pennsylvania State Group 5 Open 
Championships, and Placed 3rd at US Bands Group 5 Open Class National 
Championships 

• Red Land High School was also represented in County, District, and Regional 
Orchestra, Chorus and Band Honors Festivals 

• Two students were considered two of the finest student musicians in the state as 
they were selected to PMEA All-State Band and Chorus, respectively 

• The Indoor Guard won the Keystone Indoor Drill Association Championships, 
Platinum Division, and placed 9th at the Winter Guard International 
Championships in the Scholastic Open Division 

• On the athletic playing field at the District level, 16 Red Land teams qualified, or 
had seniors qualify for District playoffs, 4 teams qualified, or had seniors quality 



for State playoffs, and 14 seniors are moving on to compete in athletics at the 
collegiate level 

• Not only did we have our annual mini-THON and Talent Show, but also the 
generous spirit of the Red Land Family contributed close to 80,000 dollars to 
numerous charitable causes! 

 
Patriot for Life is not just a motto, it is a reality. The essence of this spirit is captured in 
happiness, greatness, and joy. All of you have your own path. Choose a path that will 
bring you these things. 
 
And remember, wherever you go from here…you will always be a Patriot for Life. 
 
It is a pleasure and honor and with great Patriot Pride that I declare to you, Dr. Stoltz, 
Superintendent of Schools, and to you, Mrs. Crocenzi President of the Board of School 
Directors, that these members of the Class of 2018 have met all the requirements for 
graduation - including required subjects and total credits. They are prepared to seek a 
new path and create new traditions, and therefore, are entitled to receive a Red Land 
High School diploma from the West Shore School District. 
 


